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Box No. I Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequences) (Continuation of iteml.b of the first sheet) 

1 . With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

a sequence listing 
r*1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

in written format 
I x | in computer readable form 

c. time of filmg/furnishing 

contained in the international application as filed 
px] fii e d together with me international application in computer readable form 
CH furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

2_ Q In addition, in the case that more man one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1- f*1 Claims Nos.: 10 and 15-17 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
The invention of claims 10 and 15-17 pertains to methods for treatment of 
a human body by therapy (PCT Article 17(2) (a) (i) and PCT Rule 39.1 (iv) ) . 



2 - [3 Claims Nos.: 12 and 13 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
The invention of claims 12 andl3 is directed to a preventive and/or therapeutic 
agent for neutrophil inflammation disease, comprising as an active ingredient 
a compound represented by the formula (II) in claim 12. 

The scope of compounds comprehended (continued to extra sheet) 

Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

With respect to the recitation of claims 1-9, 11-14 and 18-20 , it appears 
that although various substances are mentioned as active ingredients therein, 
the technical matter common to them is a prevention and/or treatment of 
neutrophil inflammation disease. 

However, the prevention or treatment of neutrophil inflammation disease 
is widely known by persons skilled in the art to which the invention pertains 
as described in the cited references . Also , the active ingredients are publicly 
known by persons skilled in the art to which the invention pertains as described 
in the cited references. Therefore, it cannot be stated that through the 
(continued to extra sheet) 

CE3 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

2 - EH As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 

any additional fee. 

3 - I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 - IZH No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

Qll No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of B . FIELDS SEARCHED 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name 
of data base and f where practicable, search terms used) 

. DDBJ/GanBank/EMBL, SwissProt/PIR/PDB, GeneSeq 



Continuation of Box No.II-2 of continuation of first sheet (2) 

by the formula (II) ranges wide, and the matter common thereto is only 
an imidazole ring, an aromatic 6-membered ring formed through condensation 
thereto and a methylene group portion substituted for 1-position of 
imidazole ring- However, since this is publicly known (see, for example, 
JP 2002-30085 A) , this chemical structure is not so novel as to be able 
to satisfactorily identify the invention. Moreover, with respect to the 
use thereof, it cannot be stated that whether the compound of the above 
chemical structure is generally effective in the prevention or treatment 
of neutrophil inflammation disease is not obvious to persons skilled 
in the art to which the invention pertains . Further, in the description, 
the applicability to the above use is not ascertained. Consequently, 
neither is the invention identified by the use, nor the invention is 
supported by the description. 

Therefore, the invention of claims 12 and 13 is neither clearly and 
briefly described nor fully supported by the description, so that the 
provisions prescribed in PCT Article 5 and Article 6 are not satisfied. 

This international search report has not been established in respect 
of the invention of claims 12 and 13 because it appears that the description, 
claims and drawings do not satisfy the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful search can be carried out (PCT Article 
17(2) (a) (ii)) . 
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above technical matters , there is a technical relationship involving 
the same or corresponding special technical features among these 
inventions . 

In the present invention, it should be construed that the special 
technical feature resides in a combination of particular active ingredient 
and disease. Accordingly, it appears that the inventions of claims 1-9 , 
11-14 and 18-20 of this application consist of the following eight ' 
inventions not being in mutual relationship satisfying the requirement 
of unity of invention: 

a) invention of claims 1, 2, 14 and 18 as well as within the invention 
of claim 4, part falling under the category 1) and part corresponding 
to SEQ ID No. 11 under the category 4) and within the invention of claim 
20, part using these; 

b) within the invention of claim 3, part falling under the category 

1) and part corresponding to SEQ ID No. 12 under the category 4) and 
within the invention of claim 19, part using these; 

c) within the invention of claim 3, part falling under the category 

2) and part corresponding to SEQ ID No. 14 under the category 4) and 
within the invention of claim 19, part using these; 

d) within the invention of claim 3, part falling under the category 

3) and part corresponding to SEQ ID No. 18 under the category 4) and 
within the invention of claim 19, part using these; 

e) within the invention of claim 4, part falling under the category 

2) and pari: corresponding to SEQ ID No. 13 under the category 4) and 
within the invention of claim 20, part using these; 

f j within the invention of claim 4, part falling under the category 

3) and part corresponding to SEQ ID No. 17 under the category 4) and 
within the invention of claim 20, part using these; 

g) invention of claims 5-9 and 11; and 

h) invention of claims 12 and 13. 



With respect to Claims 1, 2 and 14 

In claim 1, the active ingredient of preventive and/or therapeutic 
agent for neutrophil inflammation disease is recited as being a "substance 
capable of inhibiting the function relating to signal transmission of 
a protein having an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID No. 11". However, what 
specific chemical structures are comprehended in the active ingredient 
is neither apparent from the recitation nor clearly defined in the 
description, so that the matter is not obvious to persons skilled in 
the art to which the invention pertains. 

Therefore, it cannot be stated that the whole of the invention of 
claim 1 is clearly and briefly specified by the recitation and further 
that the description of the descriptive portion of the application is 
made so as to support the whole of the invention (PCT Article 5 and Article 

6). *~ " 

Same applies to the inventions of claims 2 and 14 quoting claim 1. 
Thus, as the recitation of the claims and the description of the 
descriptive portion of this application fail to satisfy the prescribed 
requirements, in the preparation of international search report on the 
inventions of these claims, the subject of the prior art search has been 
limited to rational scope based on the recitation of the claims and the 
description of the descriptive portion of the application. 
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